Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 
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PAGE 01 SOFIA 00027 061508Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 NEA-10 ISO-OO EB-08 TRSE-00 CAB-02 
CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO DOTE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 
FAA-00 L-03 SS-15 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 AID-05 
CU-04 USIA-06 ARA-10 H-01 /101 W 

085380 061522Z/40 

R 061405Z JAN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY SOFIA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3976 
INFO AMEMBASSY GABORONE 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
AMEMBASSY LISBON 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 
AMEMBASSY MADRID 
AMEMBASSY MAPUTO 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 

CONFIDENTIAL SOFIA 0027 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: EAIR, BU, EAID, AO, XJ 

SUBJECT: NEW BULGARIAN AIR FLIGHTS TO LUANDA 

1 . BALKAN AIRLINES ANNOUNCED JAN 6 OPENING OF REGULAR BIWEEKLY 
FLIGHT SOFIA-TRIPOLI-LAGOS-LUANDA AND RETURN. FLIGHT WILL BE 
BY 162-SEAT TUPOLOV 154. 

2. ESTABLISHMENT OF NEW REGULARLY SCHEDULED FLIGHTS IS CON- 
SISTENT WITH OTHER REPORTS OF INCREASED BULGARIAN INVOLVEMENT 
IN ANGOLA (AND PROBABLY REFLECTS GOB INTEREST IN KEEPING 
TRAVEL COSTS OF THIS INVOLVEMENT DOWN). 

3. PORTUGUESE AMBASSADOR TOLD AMBASSADOR THAT FOREIGN MINISTER 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 SOFIA 00027 061508Z 

MLADENOV HAD. DURING HIS NOV 28-30 VIIST TO LISBON. MENTIONED 
BULGARIA'S INTENTION TO INCREASE NUMBER OF BULGARIAN 
TECHNICIANS IN ANGOLA AND MOZAMBIQUE, AND NUMBER OF 
STUDENTS FROM THOSE COUNTRIES STUDYING IN BULGARIA. 

4. SPANISH AMBASSADOR TOLD AMBASSADOR THAT HE HAD SEEN 
SOME 50-60 BULGARIANS RETURNING FROM ANGOLA AT AIRPORT 
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IN MADRID DEC 24. PORTUGUESE EMBOFF SEPARATELY MENTIONED 
THAT ON ANOTHER MORE RECENT OCCASION HE HAD SEEN A GROUP 
OF SOME 160 BULGARIANS PASSING THROUGH LISBON WHO HAD 
LEFT ANGOLA HURRIEDLY. IN BOTH CASES IT WAS REPORTED, 

WITHOUT INDICATION OF BASIS, THAT CASUALTIES AND MORALE 
PROBLEMS RESULTING FROM UNITA MILITARY ACTION AGAINST 
CUBAN, RUSSIAN AND BULGARIAN PERSONNEL WERE RESPONSIBLE 
FOR THESE DEPARTURES. THEY MAY ALSO, OR ALTERNATIVELY, 

BE PART OF A YEAR-END ROTATION. 

GARTHOFF 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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